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Advent  –  a time of expectant waiting and anticipation! 
Mary and Joseph anticipated this irst birth in their new family, as 
it was quite special! They were hit with the news that it was tax 
time. Can you just imagine their thoughts about the bad timing of 
King Herod’s decree? The decree not only said that the taxes had 
to be paid, but also to travel to the place of Joseph’s birth. I am 
sure that they did not even imagine that this decree was really or-
chestrated by God, in order to fulill a prophecy. Taxes and travel, 
at the worst time possible – right when our baby is coming! The 
anticipation was probably mixed with concern.

Simeon (Luke 2:25-26) and Anna (Luke 2:36-38), had been antici-
pating a special event for years. Their lifelong expectations found 
them both reaching old age, and still waiting. Did they hear the 
Holy Spirit’s promise correctly? Had their promises expired? 

You - Is your Advent anticipation tinged with concern? Imagine our 
hungry neighbors’ concerns right now. Are you possibly the answer 
to someone’s prayers in this Advent time?

As your spiritual hungers are met by the devotions in this Advent 
season, please help the Society of St. Andrew meet the physical 
needs of others, easing their very real concerns, through a mon-
etary contribution that will provide healthy nourishing food for 
people in greatest need, right here in the United States.

Perhaps you will give an amount equal to what you would spend 
on a gift for a co-worker, or your child’s teacher. You could possibly 
set aside a tithe of your Christmas budget to provide healthy food 
for our hungry neighbors through the Society of St. Andrew.

Thank you for using and sharing these devotional materials, for 
telling others about the Society of St. Andrew gleaning and feeding 
ministries, and for giving. Together, we can Lift Up the Lowly.

his booklet may be freely copied and distributed, but its content may not be 
changed or altered in re-distribution. Each author retains copyright to his/her 
own written words.



The Problem

More than 40 million Americans go hungry, including women, 
children, the unemployed, the working poor, and homeless people. 

And yet, plenty of food is available. The USDA estimates more 
than 25% of the food grown in the U.S. is never made available for 
people to eat – much of it is left in ields after harvest. Much more is 
deemed as excess or unmarketable because it is not pretty enough. 
It is plowed over or dumped into landills where it creates a harmful 
greenhouse gas called methane. And after the remaining food is 
delivered to supermarkets and restaurants, another 133 billion 
pounds of food is thrown away every year.

There is enough food for everyone. The need isn’t a shortage of food. 
The need is for the available food to be within reach of hungry people.

The Solution

Society of St. Andrew has the commonsense solution that bridges the 
great gap between millions of hungry Americans and the billions of 
pounds of nutritious produce that is out of their reach. SoSA has been 
fulilling Jesus’ command to feed the hungry (Mathew 25) since 1979.

The solution is to glean and salvage that food and make it available 
to those who need it most. SoSA does this by coordinating 
all the parties.

1. Farmers and packing houses with excess food let Society 
of St. Andrew know when and where that food will be 
available to glean or to take away in tractor-trailers.

2. Volunteers are called when crops are available 
and they go into the ields and orchards, gathering 
the food and packing it for delivery.

3. Feeding agencies pick up the food, or it is delivered directly to 
food pantries, and used for prepared meals in soup kitchens.

Gleaning America’s Fields

Feeding America’s Hungry
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SUNDAY

DECEMBER 3, 2017Lifting Each Other Up
Scripture: 1 Samuel 2: 7-8

Our church has been involved in mission with the Appalachian Service 
Project for over twenty years, and we encourage our youth to serve on these 
trips as a rite-of-passage in their walk of faith. We strive to lit up our neighbors 
who are less fortunate, making their homes warmer, safer, and drier, through 
construction repair and fellowship. Our congregation helps to make these 
trips possible through giving generously and praying for safe travels and 
transformative experiences.

I am humbled and grateful to have participated on a number of these 
mission trips. Our work is truly meant to be part of Jesus’s hands and feet, 
loving those less fortunate, and improving their lives. Yet, blessings are surely 
lowing in both directions. he people of Appalachia, though poor from 
sickness, job losses, weather catastrophes, and poverty, are gracious in opening 
up their homes, sharing meals with us, praying for us, and testifying to their 
faith in Christ.

It is in serving others that we ourselves have been lited up spiritually; 
recognizing that material things come and go, but God’s love transcends our 
earthly possessions and is everlasting. Our teams always return with a much 
greater understanding of the Lord’s plans to have every one of us, rich or poor, 
sitting beside one another at his heavenly banquet.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, remind us to lift one another up, for we are all 
your children, wondrously created in your holy image. Amen.

Bob Brooks – Fredericksburg, VA

MONDAY

DECEMBER 4, 2017Breaking News! 
Scripture: Luke 3:11

A front page news article in the paper read, “An entire generation is at stake 
in South Sudan. he world’s youngest country has been devastated by civil war, 
poverty, and climate shock. his means hunger, disease, traicking, and the loss 
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of schooling — jeopardizing the lives and futures of 5.8 million kids.” 

As believers and disciples, we must reconcile devastating news with what 
Jesus teaches and calls us to do. hroughout his life, Jesus demonstrated with 
words and actions that in order to discover the true riches of the Kingdom of 
God, we must love and care for the poor, the vulnerable, the oppressed, and the 
marginalized. We are called to make a diference in the world.

Jesus tells us in Luke 3:11, “….Whoever has two tunics is to share with him 
who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.”

We face breaking news every day– in our neighborhood, our country, and in 
places such as South Sudan. Each headline should call us to action. Our calling 
may be to pray, it may indeed be to give our tunic, the food in our pantry, or to 
become involved in ways that are not easy or convenient. We can be sure that 
God will lead us.

Prayer:  Father, as we anticipate Jesus’s birth and celebrate with our 
loved ones, keep us mindful that your kingdom comes when we serve 
and love the very poorest amongst us. Amen.

Deb Broadwater – Moneta, VA

TUESDAY

DECEMBER 5, 2017Let the Little Children  
Come Unto Me 
Scripture: Matthew 19: 13-14 

In 2011, I made my irst overseas mission trip. We traveled to Ayacucho, Peru where 
I was to be part of a construction team working on a church. Since there were not 
enough team members for two separate teams, each of us ended up doing double 
duty. First, working construction – moving 60-tons of rocks by wheelbarrow. It was 
hard work, but I felt right at home. I am comfortable with manual labor. 

All team members were also needed to support the Vacation Bible School part of the 
trip. Working with 250 Quechuan children was not in my comfort zone. But God 
had a plan. Seeing these children, who had virtually nothing material in their lives, 
but who had a high level of joy, I was blessed. To see God liting up the hearts of 
these young people and the sound of “Jesus! Jesus!” being repeated over and over was 
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truly one of the most upliting experiences of my life. For a few short days high in the 
Andes, the Kingdom of Heaven was a real and tangible place for me. 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank you for reminding us that we should 
be like little children in our faith, trusting completely in you in order 
that we might experience the Kingdom of Heaven in this world and in 
the next. Amen. 

Johnnie Draughon – Virginia Beach, VA

WEDNESDAY

DECEMBER 6, 2017Even in Our Winters
Scripture: Isaiah: 57:15

here comes a time when our thoughts are low, a time like winter, when 
our spirits, like the earth, feel sunless and cold. We search for signs of growth 
and joy, but ind only the remains of summer past. We pray, but feel our 
prayers are unanswered. God seems as far away as the many months we must 
wait until spring.

But is God ever really far away?  If we take a walk on a cold winter day, 
we can ind signs of life everywhere. he sky above may be gray, but high in 
the lealess trees a bird still sings. Shrubs hide cocoons illed with the larvae of 
butterlies. Frozen ground is green with moss. he holes we see are signs that life 
beneath is still active. Deep in the dirt are seeds full of possibility.

here is life in the earth even in the darkest days of winter, just as God is 
with us even in the dark days of our lives. In Isaiah 57:15, God says, “I live in 
the high and holy places, but also with the low-spirited and the spirit-crushed. 
And what I do is put new spirit in them. . . .”  God is present, but we must take a 
spiritual walk to ind him. Pray, meditate, read the Bible, walk in nature. He is 
waiting to lit us up.

Prayer:  Dear Father, when we are low give us grace to remember you 
are with us, and strength to seek your face.

Regina Carson – Chesterfield, VA
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THURSDAY

DECEMBER 7, 2017God Equips Us
Scripture: Micah 6:8

About midnight the phone rang. An unfamiliar voice, the dispatcher for 
the emergency health care services in New York, NY, said that my widowed 
neighbor, living alone across the street, was down, and that I had exactly ive 
minutes to return a call to her, as to my neighbor’s condition, before she, the 
dispatcher, called the local emergency crew. WOW! 5 MINUTES!  Get out of 
my night clothes, dress, run down my drive, cross the street, run up a steep yard, 
unlock the neighbor’s house, assess my neighbor’s condition and put through 
a call to the dispatcher. You know what?  With God’s help, I made it!   I let the 
emergency crew come. I igured that if she didn’t need help, I did! hese events 
and others continued for about six months, until this dear lady was hospitalized.

 My wife and I assumed physical responsibility for our friend. Why?  he 
love of God compelled it. We had no choice. Our neighbor was down and alone. 
One of her sons lived far north and the other son lived far south. his lady was 
our friend. Not to care for a friend would have been unthinkable. From this 
experience I truly learned that when God calls you to a task, he will equip you to 
do it. hank you, God, for using me to care for your child in need.             

Prayer:  “May the God of peace...equip you with everything good for 
doing his will.”      

Fred L. Fauber – Lynchburg, VA

Micah 6:8 (NRSV)

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;

    and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness

    and to walk humbly with your God?
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FRIDAY

DECEMBER 8, 2017Lifted Up, Up
Scripture: Job 5:11

It was hot and humid in late August before the Louisiana loodwaters 
receded enough for the disaster relief teams to go to the sites to help. I was 
the listener in our group of Early Response Team volunteers and worked 
outside of Baton Rouge – a place where a modern-day Mary might live. As we 
drove to the site, we saw piles and piles of debris in front of each home - sofas, 
mattresses, TVs, clothes – basically everything that had been under the six-foot 
water-mark in the homes. heir whole lives were sitting on the curb waiting 
for the dumpster!

How could these people, who had such challenges on a good day, endure the 
hardships of devastation?  As I listened to their stories, I was surprised. hey saw 
the hand of God, not in the disaster, but in the relief eforts – the community 
of volunteers who had come to help them. hey stood on stools in their homes 
with muddy water rising quickly to their chest when the rescue boats came to 
pluck them up. hey were alive, they were safe, and had an army of new friends 
who had come from many places to help them. God had heard their prayers and 
lited them up. Up, up out of the deadly waters into loving arms. hey rejoiced. 
And the people said: “Amen!”

Prayer:  Holy God, thank you for lifting us up out of the swirling, muddy 
waters of life. Amen.

Gayle Fiser – Little Rock, AR
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Show your love with

Society of St. Andrew 

Christmas Cards! 
Send them to everyone on your list: 

Co-workers • Neighbors • Pastors
Friends • Teachers • Shut-ins • Relatives

Give a git from the heart. Your git of $15.00 or more, in your friend or loved 
one’s honor, will put 500 servings of nourishing, healthy food on the tables of 
the hungry!

Your honorees will receive a beautiful 
Alternative Christmas Card, designed ex-
clusively for Society of St. Andrew for 2017 
by Texas artist Jerry Malzahn. he full 
color 5” X 7” card will feature original art 
for this Christmas season and an inspiring 
verse that conveys God’s love and reminds 
your honoree that they hold a special place 
in your life. his unique card announces 
your generous git to feed the hungry in 
your friend or loved one’s name. 

We’ll also send a card to you, with our 
thanks and conirmation of your git order.

Finish your holiday git shopping in only 
a few minutes today! Order Alternative 

Christmas Cards by mail (using the form on the reverse side of this page), by 
phone, email, or online.

Order today (form on reverse side) or 

800-333-4597 • card@endhunger.org • Endhunger.org/card

sample of 2016 ACC card
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Society of St. Andrew 

Christmas Cards! 
Minimum git donation for each card is $15.00.  

Do not send cash through the mail. Donations may be tax deductible.

Charge my:  VISA • Master Card • American Express

Make checks payable to: Society of St. Andrew

Account # ______________________________________Exp _____/ _____

Signature __________________________________________________________

Total  enclosed or to be charged to card:  _______________________________

Orders must be received by December 8 to ensure delivery before 
the Christmas holiday. We will make every effort to expedite late 
orders. Please PRINT all information. Mail to: Society of St. Andrew • 
3383 Sweet Hollow Road • Big Island, VA 24526
Your name  ________________________________________________________

Address   ___________________________________________________________

City  _______________________________ State  _______ Zip  __________

Daytime phone _____________________________________________

Email   ___________________________________________________
               (        )  Send ________ cards to ME for personalizing and mailing.

               (        )  Personalize and mail the following cards on my behalf:
                            In the blocks below, please indicate how you want each individual card 
                            signed. Attach additional sheets, if needed, to complete your list. 

In honor of  ______________________
Address  _________________________
City ____________________________
State ____________ Zip  ____________
Sign this card with these words:

________________________________

In honor of  ______________________
Address  _________________________
City ____________________________
State ____________ Zip  ____________
Sign this card with these words:

________________________________

In honor of  ______________________
Address  _________________________
City ____________________________
State ____________ Zip  ____________
Sign this card with these words:

________________________________

In honor of  ______________________
Address  _________________________
City ____________________________
State ____________ Zip  ____________
Sign this card with these words:

________________________________
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SATURDAY

DECEMBER 9, 2017The Lowly in Others . . .  
and Me
Scripture: Luke 1: 46-55

My wife has a God-given git of hearing a person’s lowliness in the midst 
of conversation. So it was not surprising to me that her conversation with 
a hairdresser revealed that this woman was on the edge of homelessness!  
Lowliness takes many forms:  inancial, emotional, physical, spiritual, self-
imposed, or circumstantial. And yet, there is a paradox.

If we look and listen carefully, we are aware that the lowly are all around us. 
We make a silent, middle-class, relexive decision that we do not want to become 
one of them. But the penitential season of Advent encourages bold confession . . . 
of our high-ness in contrast to others lowliness, our privilege and comfort which 
too oten borders on arrogance.

he beautiful Magniicat, in today’s scripture, contrasts these highs and 
lows, with Mary irst identifying herself as lowly, yet hoping that God’s future 
has a lit for her that she can barely imagine. No coincidence that in the irst 
volley of Jesus’s public teaching, he declares the blessedness of the meek and 
lowly, who will inherit the earth (Matthew 5:5).

So I confess this Advent day, my reluctance to take the irst steps of spiritual 
vitality:  humility and lowliness. Otherwise, how else will I deeply know the 
grandeur of a humble baby who is God’s pinnacle of grace for me? 

Prayer:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 
spirit within me. 

Jay M. Hanke – Winchester, VA
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SUNDAY

DECEMBER 10, 2017Welcoming a Stranger
Scripture: Matthew 25:35

he coat worn by the lady was missing a button, clearly a hand-me-down. 
We were at the Lynchburg airport to meet and welcome a Vietnamese family 
who had escaped from their country at the fall of Saigon. Two local churches 
had agreed to sponsor this group in 1975. hat coat with the missing button still 
brings a lump to my throat today.

Our churches found many ways to help lit these people up - lodging, food, 
access to health care, schools, inding employment, transportation, acceptance, 
and love. What a delight it was to work with this family as they got re-settled in 
their new home.

During that irst Christmas season, we shared God’s love with this Buddhist 
family, delivering a decorated Christmas tree and giving them gits. Matthew 
25:35 quotes Jesus as saying, “I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.”  We 
were so blessed by our relationship with this family as we learned from and 
with each other.  

Before many months had gone by, this refugee family were all working, or 
in school, and on their way to independence, having been lited up by God and 
some of God’s people.  

Prayer:     Loving Heavenly Father, we pray for those who are displaced 
from their homes. Guide us to know how you would have us to help 
them. In Jesus’s name, Amen.  

Dodie Fauber – Lynchburg, VA

See what’s inside!
Walking in the Newness of Life

All New Lenten Devotions for 2018 PRE-ORDER online: 

EndHunger.org/lent
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MONDAY

DECEMBER 11, 2017Truly Free
Scripture: Luke 4:16-21

John and I stood in the quarry on Robben Island, the former South African 
political prison. John was a guide there. He showed us Nelson Mandela’s cell. 
He talked about the hours digging in the quarry, and the life of the prisoners. 
He pointed to the Oice of the Censor. “he most hated man here,” he said. 
“Guards tried to break our bodies. He tried to break our spirits. He would black 
out parts of letters from families, remove parts [of packages] sent to them. He 
told people that their families had abandoned them, disowned them, that their 
children were ashamed of them. He wanted to break hearts as well as minds.” 

John had spent 20 years as a prisoner there. He missed seeing his children 
grow up and the births of his irst grandchildren. “Don’t you want to get back at 
the people who did this to you?” I asked, thinking of what would have happened 
in my country. “No,” he said, pointing to the quarry. “his was our classroom. 
We knew it would end one day. We determined that we would not be like 
those who did this. I want things better for everyone, but revenge will not do 
anything. I just want it better for all.” 

God, I prayed, help me to be like that.

Prayer: God of us all, as I look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus, 
free me from all my prisons of hate, anger, and revenge. Amen.

Mike Henderson – Florence, SC

TUESDAY

DECEMBER 12, 2017Lifting a Child
Scripture: Psalm 14: 7

Carl was only six years old, but he had experienced a lot. His parents never 
married, and, when his father had a heart attack, his mother let them both. 
Unable to work, his father took him to another state. hey lived with Carl’s 
grandmother, who really didn’t want them there.

Finally his father healed enough, found a job, and then met another woman. 
hey married. Now Carl had a whole new, unknown family. Yet Carl was still 
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unsettled, shy, and uncertain. His new school placed him in special education, 
underestimating his abilities because of the efects of his psychological traumas. 
His new stepmother did not agree with this placement. Using her experience 
and knowledge as a retired elementary school teacher, she worked with him and 
insisted that the school mainstream Carl. hey did and saw positive results.

Surrounded by a new loving, Christian family who cared for his 
development and success, Carl emerged. Now as an adult, he installs, repairs, 
and troubleshoots computers, leads in his church community, and thrives as an 
independent, skilled adult.

His stepmother saw beyond his poor beginnings and, with the love of God 
and others in her heart, moved to help Carl be lited up and healed. She let God 
use her to rescue a six year old from his lowly beginnings.

Prayer: Thank you, God, for stepmothers who care and act. May we 
respond as willingly to those who need us most. Amen.

Youtha Hardman-Cromwell – Washington, DC

WEDNESDAY

DECEMBER 13, 2017The Light Has Come
Scripture: Luke 8:17

his portion of God’s breathed word is both an admonition and a promise. 
We are all admonished that every act of treachery, unkindness, or of dismissal 
of another’s standing as a 
fellow child of God will be 
brought into the Light. We 
are also promised that every 
act of kindness, gentleness, 
caring, or showing of 
compassion will also 
come to the Light.



Preventing Waste, Feeding the Hungry

With your help, the Society of St. Andrew (SoSA) addresses this crucial 
issue in two ways. In each, SoSA gathers up food that would otherwise 
be wasted. This fresh and nutritious food is then provided, at no cost, to 
food banks, pantries, and programs that feed or provide food to those 
most in need:

In the ields – SoSA mobilizes 30,000 to 35,000 volunteers each 
year to glean ields and orchards for remaining fruits and vegetables. 
Volunteers from all faith groups, civic organizations, schools, and 
universities gather food remaining after the harvest. In 2016, the 
Gleaning Network collected more than 16.7 million pounds.

At the packing houses – food that is surplus, inconveniently- sized, 
or cosmetically imperfect, is transported by SoSA to agencies that feed 
the hungry. Otherwise, this food would likely have been dumped in a 
landill as waste. The Potato & Produce Project rescued almost 10.6 
million pounds of this food in 2016.

gleaning america’s fields ~ feeding america’s hungry

Society of St. Andrew

Gleaning America’s Fields

Feeding America’s Hungry



Go Green with the Society of St. Andrew
 Pray Volunteer Donater3 r3 r3

Society of St. Andrew (SoSA) was founded in Virginia in 1979 on Christian 
principals of caring for the environment; living a simple, sustainable lifestyle; 
and caring for the “least of these” by modeling a commonsense solution to the 
problems of food waste and feeding the hungry.

SoSA uses the excess of God’s abundance to feed those who don’t get enough 
to eat, for just 3¢ per serving.

Good Stewards of God’s Creation 

r3

r3
SoSA saves 25-30 million pounds of perfectly good, fresh produce each year, 
food that would otherwise go to waste, and donates it to feed the hungry through-
out the nation.

Using the proven biblical practice of gleaning farm ields and orchards after the 
harvest, each year SoSA engages tens of thousands of volunteers who pick, bag, 
and deliver leftover crops that, for a variety of reasons, would not be sold.

Saves Good Food from Going to Waste

Society of St. Andrew is the Ultimate Green Ministry
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r3
SoSA keeps more than 15,000 tons of food waste out of landills, not only saving 
good food, but also reducing the production of methane gas, which damages the 
atmosphere.

Beneits the Environment

SoSA supplies fresh fruits and vegetables rather than high-caloric “iller food,” 
improving the health and well-being of our society’s most vulnerable.

Harvest of Hope, SoSA’s mission retreat program, teaches youth and adults how 
to live responsibly in a hungry world, and to care about those who are hurting.

SoSA’s Gleaning Network and Potato & Produce Project put faith into action by 
gleaning leftover produce from farms and bagging excess loads of potatoes, and 
then distributing the food to critical local feeding agencies.

SoSA offers seasonal devotions and other programs–  
Lent, Advent, Vacation Bible School, and Christmas Cards– to enrich spiritual life, 
and inviting participants to feed the hungry through prayer, volunteerism, and 
inancial giving.

Opportunities to Act on our Faith

r3

Society of St. Andrew is the Ultimate Green Ministry
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Matthew 25 shares a preview of the judgment to come. he unrighteous, 
having been judged for their failure to care for Jesus by not feeding the hungry, 
not tending the sick, nor visiting the imprisoned, are astonished that their 
failings are known. hey have gone about their lives making it a point to always 
be on the prevalent side of any dilemma.

he righteous, having been commended for kindness to Jesus as they tended 
the sick, fed the hungry, or visited the prisoner, are  dismayed that attention has 
been given to their actions. hey have acted out of compassion by their nature. 
hey have served without regard to who may be watching. hey have been 
walking in the light, doing that which light does.

Prayer:  Father, keep us mindful to measure our life not by that which 
we avoid, but by those whom we embrace.

Alan P. Hill  – Forest, VA

THURSDAY

DECEMBER 14, 2017Seeing Things Differently
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:22

As a teacher of students with dyslexia, I have clearly been enlightened that 
this condition is not (as so oten thought), a disability!  Instead, it is another 
way that the eyes introduce written material to the brain. In other words, it is 
another way the brain sees the words!  (Note: Dyslexic people are above average 
in intelligence!)

So it can be for the way we see the world and our place in it. If we allow our 
pride to think our way is the only way to see the world, we will be drained of 
energy and the ability to share God’s love.

If we let go of pride, fear, and anger, we can turn once again to serving 
others, feeding the hungry, and sharing unconditional love. Taking time to see 
things from another’s point of view can renew our energy to share that love.

Prayer:  God who lives in and around us, open our eyes when 
we think we know it all, and accept our thanks for the chance to 
serve others. Amen.

Lesley Green Huffaker – Coronado, CA
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FRIDAY

DECEMBER 15, 2017The Least of These
Scripture: Matthew 25:34-40

In this passage, Jesus shows concern for the least of these - the hungry, the 
sick, the prisoner, and the stranger. he homeless and the refugee could also be 
included. Such persons are oten forgotten, abused, shunned, and oppressed. 

Once we sought housing for a Cambodian refugee family our church was 
sponsoring. Next door to one house we were considering, a man appeared beside 
the fence, upset about his prospective new neighbors. He shouted threats if those 
boat-people moved in. We rejected that house, unwilling to place our refugee 
family into that abusive environment. 

Many people face abuse daily: children bullied on the playground, spouses 
battered in their homes, persons viliied and humiliated because of their color, 
the shape of their eyes, even their meager position in life. I remember seeing 
a man doing the menial distasteful task of sweeping up ater the horses in a 
parade. He was mocked by some spectators.

Advent reminds us that Jesus was born in a humble setting and that his 
mother regarded herself as a lowly servant (Luke 1:48). As a teacher, Jesus said 
that the least of these should be treated with kindness and hospitality. Isn’t this 
what it means to lit up the lowly?

Prayer: O God, help us to reach out to all, with a special love for those 
who need it most: the downtrodden and rejected of the earth. They 
always have your love. Help us show it in person. Amen.

Hasbrouck Hughes – Williamsburg, VA

Harvest of Hope

Life-Changing Work/Study Mission Retreats
 Accepting groups for 2018    Sign up today: EndHunger.org/hoh
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SATURDAY

DECEMBER 16, 2017A New Song
Scripture: Psalm 33:2-3

Encouraging reluctant people to share their talents enables them to lit up 
others, while praising God by their example.

Several people noticed that the new lady attending our church services had 
a very nice singing voice. She said that she loved to sing, but didn’t think she 
would qualify to sing in a choir.

Ater much encouragement, she agreed to attend a choir rehearsal – or 
maybe two – or even three. She immediately it right in and enjoyed singing 
with the group. She was more than qualiied and became a valuable member of 
the choir. Her participation in various outreach activities has been an inspiration 
to the servers and the served.

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for showing us, by your example, how to love 
and encourage others to praise your name. Amen.

Carolyn Pace Maness – Lynchburg, VA

SUNDAY

DECEMBER 17, 2017God Didn’ t Make No Trash
Scripture: Luke 21:1-4

Several years ago I was in a meeting where a woman made the statement 
“God didn’t make no trash”. She was making the point that God sees worth 
in each individual and their God given gits are of equal importance to those 
gitings viewed as more important by the world.

When thinking about Liting Up the Lowly, I at irst thought about 
numerous examples of people like George Washington Carver, Gladys May 
Aylward, and others, that have been recognized by the world. However, they are 
outnumbered by the unknown hidden igures.

Our church has been blessed with the ability to serve our community 
through various ministries. While there are numerous stories, one in particular 
comes to mind. At one of the clothing events, a young boy came through with 
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his mother. He had outgrown his shoes and needed a new pair. When he found 
a pair that he liked, he asked if it would be alright if he put them on to wear 
home. he response was yes. He looked at his old pair and said that maybe they 
could be used by another boy. Would it be alright if he let them? he response 
was yes. his thoughtful exchange lited up the women helping in the event, the 
mother, and the boy. 

Prayer: God help us to see in each person that we encounter what you 
see and respond to them in a way that pleases you.

Alvin Jenkins – Lenoir City, TN

MONDAY

DECEMBER 18, 2017Lifting Up the Lowly
Scripture: Psalm 113:7-8: 

AP carried years of farming in the permanently-stained creases of his scarred 
and gnarled hands. He still lived in the house where he grew up, surrounded by 
the ields and livestock whose rhythms shaped his days, year-ater-year. He had 
never married and now lived alone, although until her death at an advanced age, 
his mother had also lived there. During those years her hearing had worsened 
to a point of almost total deafness. To compensate, AP had developed a habit of 
talking very loudly to her, a practice that carried over into all his conversations, 
even ater her death. So at church, or in the store, he seemed to be shouting, 
though the gentle gleam in his eye revealed that he was not mad or upset. 

his faithful man was the lay leader of our little church for the time I was 
the pastor. In other settings, he might have been passed over for leadership 
because of his limited education and experience. In other places, he might have 
been ostracized for the faint farm scent that seemed to cling to him no matter 
how carefully he dressed for church. His voice might not have been heard, 
despite the volume of his speech. But in our church he was not just tolerated, but 
recognized as a leader among us.

Prayer: Most holy God, we thank you for calling forth the leaders we 
need by lifting up the lowly among us. Amen.

Kathleen Overby Webster – Roanoke, VA



20 Society of St. Andrew

TUESDAY

DECEMBER 19, 2017Doing to the Least of These
Matthew 25:31-40

Serving as a hospice chaplain, I had occasion to serve patients and their 
family who lived in beautiful homes with well-manicured lawns, and good 
family support. But I also had occasion to serve patients who lived in run down 
homes, in neighborhoods that resembled third world conditions, and who had 
little or no support from family. hey all had things in common; they were sick 
and dying, they needed to know of God’s love, and know that someone loved 
them. here were those who were at peace and of strong faith. here were those 
who asked the question, “Why?”  here were those who were afraid and scared. 
here were those who were lonely. 

Visiting them, I ministered to them, but more importantly, I became a 
friend to the sick and their families. I ofered them God’s love. As Jesus said, “. . . 
I was sick and you visited me (took care of me).”  “Truly I tell you, just as you did 
it to one of the least of these . . . you did it to me.”

Prayer: Thank you, Lord Jesus, for the opportunity to serve the 
least of these and offer them God’s love. I was blessed in serving 
them (you). Amen.

Sam Ramirez – Winter Haven, FL

Jeremiah 29:11  (NRSV)

“For surely I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord, 
“plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future 
with hope.”
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WEDNESDAY

DECEMBER 20, 2017The Impossible  
is Possible with God
Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11

As I tearfully read the acceptance letter, I was stunned by the fact that I 
was being ofered admission to a school that was highly esteemed in the ield I 
sought to study! I prayerfully accepted the ofer and began to upend my life in 
ways that was unfathomable to me as I, a single-parent, prepared to relocate my 
three young children and myself from the East Coast to the West Coast! People 
close to me could 
not believe that I was 
leaving the only home 
I had known at the 
behest of answering 
the call of Christ.

Never would I have 
taken this faith journey 
had I known what lie 
ahead–the doubts, 
fears, hardships, and 
loneliness that my 
family endured as we 
struggled to acclimate 
to our new home and surroundings. hree years quickly passed and with 
graduation only days away, I sat at the kitchen table and thanked God for how 
he had blessed and kept my family throughout every challenge, test, and trial! I 
was astonished and humbled at how far the Lord had brought me from working 
at a local hospital back home to obtaining a graduate degree–all for his glory. 
Nothing, truly nothing, is impossible with God!

Prayer: Lord, help us to trust that your plans for us are possible. Give us 
the courage and faith we need to believe. In Jesus’s name, Amen!

Tracy M. Porter – Pasadena, CA
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THURSDAY

DECEMBER 21, 2017What’s the Fuss?
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3:16

Why all this fuss about the poor and the hungry, the least, and the last? 
It’s everywhere in scripture, even in the narratives of Jesus’s birth! Is it possible 
to understand the actions and consequences of this concern in new ways?  he 
canary in the mine signals invisible dangers to miners. So, care of the canary 
is important. Care for the honey bee means care for our crops! And one of the 
consequences of caring for the least of these, results in care for ourselves. 

“Love,” writes Dante in he Divine Comedy (1318), is that which “moves 
the sun and other stars.” Such love, we sing, “came down at Christmas.” Not 
that God’s love did not already permeate creation before Christ, but that God’s 
love becomes visible in Jesus in ways unsurpassable. he love “than which there 
is nothing greater” is self-giving love—it is extended even to the point of dying 
for the enemy of love. 

For such love, which is of God, there is no least or last. here can be none 
because nothing falls outside the realm of love’s concern. So, Paul can say to his 
hearers on Mars Hill, the love of which we speak is the very Spirit of God in 
whom we “live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28).

Prayer: Gracious Lord, open our hearts to the presence of 
your love! Amen.

Richard Soulen – Williamsburg, VA

1 Corinthians 3:16   (NRSV)

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit dwells in you?
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FRIDAY

DECEMBER 22, 2017Keep the Faith
Scripture:  Psalm 37:34

A few months ater our wedding, my new father-in-law died unexpectedly, 
leaving his wife with three of their six boys still at home. A 50-year-old woman 
who had never worked outside the home, she was faced with a devastating 
inancial situation, not to mention immense grief over this sudden loss. 

here was no lack of suggestions ofered, but no solution made sense. Ater 
a few months, an acquaintance asked my mother-in-law if she would consider 
baby-sitting on occasion.  Word got around quickly and before long, she was 
caring for several children full time. Not only did this help her inancially, it 
gave her a reason to get up in the morning. She began to look forward to each 
day, regaining her faith and purpose in life. he families whose children she 
cared for remembered her for the rest of her life – regularly sending cards and 
gits for Christmas and birthday. hey sent lowers to her funeral. 

Psalm 37 reminds me of the diiculties my husband’s mother faced, and 
how she went from dreading tomorrow to the realization of her own value. She 
again embraced life and gave of herself to her sons, her grandchildren, and the 
community. She truly became an inspiration.

Prayer:  Lord God, when times are dificult, or life is unexpected, be 
with us as we work through the pain. Help us to trust and remember 
that through your son you are ever-present, not just during this Advent 
season, but always, and everywhere.

 Kathi Wise – McLean, VA
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SATURDAY

DECEMBER 23, 2017He Sets the Prisoners Free
Scripture:  Romans 8:31-39

In 1942, Burr Baughman and Hobart Amstutz were two among hundreds 
of prisoners of war interned in the infamous Changi Prison in Singapore. 
Baughman worked among the aborigines of Malaya prior to World War II. 
Amstutz was pastor of Wesley Methodist Church in Singapore when the 
Japanese took Singapore. Each could have escaped, but refused to leave their 
fellow Christians. Fluent in Javanese, Malay, Indonesian, and Senoi, Baughman 
slipped out each night, scouring the countryside for food and materials that 
could help his fellow prisoners survive. 

Amstutz led other prisoners who gathered every morning for three-and-
a-half years at a central lagpole, to sing, “If hou But Sufer God to Guide 
hee,” as their statement of faith. Of the 50,000 prisoners in Changi, 850 died, 
including some missionary colleagues. 

Following the liberation of Singapore, Baughman went to Sarawak in 
1947 where he was the unquestioned leader of a massive people’s movement 
among the Ibans, the largest pre-state society on Borneo, thousands of whom 
committed their lives to Christ. Amstutz was elected bishop of the Malayan-
Singapore-Sarawak Methodist churches. “ . . . He sets the prisoner free.”

Prayer: O God, as we feel constrained by cultural forces and all manner 
of powers, guide our response to hatred with love, to darkness with 
light, and to anxiety with joy. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Vinson Sutlive – Williamsburg, VA
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The Best Food to Those Who Need it Most
Society of St. Andrew began in 1979 in the hills of Virginia and has 
grown into the largest ield gleaning organization in the country. Working 
in a collaborative effort with thousands of farmers, tens of thousands 
of volunteers, and thousands 
of feeding programs in all 48 
contiguous states, SoSA provides 
healthy food to those who have 
little or no access to it.

This nutritious, but excess, 
bounty is sent directly from the 
point of surplus (ield or packing 
facility) to food banks or feeding 
programs that will share it directly 
with people in greatest need. 
The Society of St. Andrew’s 
remarkable and eficient programs 
have proven extremely successful 
at providing nutritious food to 
those who need it most. Your gifts 
make this possible!

2016 STATISTICS

Pounds Saved: 27,320,172
Events Held: 5,624 
Volunteers: 32,789 

2.4 billion servings shared
in our 38 year history 

.9¢ a pound

Average cost per serving 3¢

Less than 3.22% overhead

Gleaning America’s Fields

Feeding America’s Hungry
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SUNDAY

DECEMBER 24, 2017A Cup of Hot Chocolate
Scripture:  Matthew 10:42 and 25:40

 Who are the lowly who need to be lited up? Few of us are on top of the 
world all the time. Even presidents can have low approval numbers and the rich 
can bemoan a falling stock market. hose needing to be lited up surround us - 
perhaps the person next to you at work or school.

Tonight, saddened by the recent deaths of loved ones, I was going to church 
feeling like a 100-year-old geezer and was startled to hear someone calling out 
my name: “Reverend Bill!  Reverend Bill!” Two lovely young ladies named 
Natalie (age 10) and Karissa (age 9) came bounding across the street and hugged 
me. Suddenly I didn’t feel so bad, so old, or so low. Someone had called me by my 
name. Someone had given me a hug. Someone, without packages, had given me a 
wonderful git. he git of love.

Whatever our age, status, or wealth, you and I can be instruments of God 
to lit up the lowly. We, like Mary, can magnify the Lord’s love in our world 
this Advent season.

What will be your git of love 
today? A cup of hot chocolate, 
a phone call, Christmas card, or 
visit to someone homebound?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, you 
love your world so much that 
you gave us the gift of your 
son, Jesus. Move in our hearts 
and lives to love one another 
in simple ways today. Amen.

William Nash Wade – Strasburg, VA
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MONDAY

DECEMBER 25, 2017I Will Grow
Scripture:  I Peter 2:2

In a church where I previously served, a woman told me about a couple 
who were preparing for their 60th wedding anniversary. She said the man was 
one of her uncles.

She chuckled aloud when she remembered how the couple’s relationship got 
of to a bad start. Her uncle rode on the same school bus as the beautiful girl he 
had been admiring from a distance. He was two classes behind the girl and two 
or more sizes smaller than she.

One day he got up the courage to write her a note. He carefully folded and 
sent the note across the bus to her. It asked, “Will you go with me?”  She passed 
her response back through the bus. It was, “You are much too short.”

Undeterred, the young man scribbled out a response that won the girl’s 
heart. It read, “I will grow.”

Mary was growing when we encounter her in Matthew’s gospel. She was 
growing physically, as Jesus grew within her. She was also out-growing her initial 
fear, to the point that at her Aunt Elizabeth’s home, a song erupts from deep 
within her. hat song was all about God removing the falsely powerful from 
their thrones and liting up those who had always been the lowly.

“I will grow,” can be the hope of all who feel lowly this Advent. We will, 
indeed, grow as we join our lives to the life of Jesus.

Prayer: God, you lift us up to heights of joy we could never imagine. 

Norman Tippens – Roanoke Rapids, NC
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----Thank You----
Thank you for journeying with the Society of St. Andrew through Advent, using 
these daily devotions. We invite you to support the Society of St. Andrew in 
feeding spiritual and physical hungers, through a inancial gift. Your donation, in 
any amount, will nourish those most in need.

Give Securely Online by Credit Card, PayPal, or eCheck
EndHunger.org/Donate

Give by Check—Mail to:
3383 Sweet Hollow Road | Big Island, VA 24526

Give through your Congregation
Note “Society of St. Andrew” in the Memo line of your check

Through your partnership in this ministry, you demonstrate our Savior’s special 
concern for the last, the least, and the lost, by reducing food waste and sharing 
healthy food with our hungry neighbors.

You may also pledge ongoing support for the Society of St. Andrew’s ministry by 
joining the St. Andrew Club, using the form below.

# —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —

St. Andrew Club
 Share healthy food with hungry people all year long through membership in 

the St. Andrew Club. You will receive a “call” leter twice each year (spring and 
fall), inviing you to send a git in the amount you have pledged. It’s that simple! 
Please indicate your pledge amount below. (You may opt out at any ime.)

q _______________  per year (half per installment) Every $1.50 you give 
shares 50 servings of nourishing food with people in greatest need.

q $200/year ($100/installment) will share more than 6,500 servings of food 
each year

q $150/year ($75/installment) will share 5,000 servings of food each year

q $75/year ($37.50/installment) will share 2,500 servings of food per year

Name  __________________________________________   Phone  _______________________

Email ______________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________   State  ______   Zip  _______________

Signature ______________________________________________________________________

Mail to: Society of St. Andrew • 3383 Sweet Hollow Rd • Big Island VA 24526



3383 Sweet Hollow • Road Big Island, Virginia • 24526 • 800-333-4597
EndHunger.org

Hunger Relief Ministries
of the Society of St. Andrew

Gleaning Network — A hands-on mission program for all ages, getting 
healthy food directly from ields and markets to the hungry people who 
need it most. The Gleaning Network brings together farmers with excess 
produce, volunteers to glean (pick, dig, or gather) that produce, and 
agencies feeding the hungry. People in need glean alongside people 
with plenty in this community-based program, that engages individuals, 
congregations, and civic organizations in service.

Potato & Produce Project — A produce salvage program, providing 
direct food relief to our nation’s poor, while addressing one of the major 
causes of hunger: food waste. The Potato & Produce Project salvages and 
distributes hundreds of tractor-trailer loads of fresh fruits and vegetables 
to food banks, soup kitchens, and other feeding agencies each year.

Seed Potato Project — A self-help program, providing seed potatoes 
purchased by Society of St. Andrew to impoverished rural communities, 
where people have access to land for gardening. Families plant, cultivate, 
and harvest their own crops, realizing a yield of about eight pounds of 
potatoes per pound planted.

Harvest of Hope — A hunger-focused work/study mission program. 
Participants glean and distribute produce remaining in ields after harvest 
each morning and learn about the realities of hunger each evening. Bible 
study and dynamic worship round out days of Christian community and 
service, providing a basis for on-going commitment to ending hunger. 
Harvest of Hope offers middle school, high school, and intergenerational 
events throughout the summer and fall, as well as Alternative Spring Break 
programs for college students.

Each year, the Society of St. Andrew distributes more than 85 million 
servings of nourishing food to hungry people throughout the United States.

Society of St. Andrew, a 501(c)(3) nonproit, a grassroots, ecumenical and 
interfaith ministry, has been working toward a world without hunger since 1979.
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