
Greetings St. Mark’s Family! 
 
The LOVE task force was created following the November 2019 NLI Innovations 
Weekend. Our charge was threefold: 1. to assess the number and effectiveness of 
existing mission programs, 2. to identify a mission outreach opportunity that is 
sufficiently broad that it would enable all (nearly all) in the church who so desire, to 
participate in that mission in some manner and 3.  to develop an intentional 
approach to enable St. Mark’s to reach those who do not yet know Jesus as their 
Lord and Savior through an invitation to become part of our worship and ministries. 
 
The task force began by studying the book “When Helping Hurts” (Corbett and 
Fikkert) which uses the Bible and particularly, The Great Commission, to suggest the 
church’s mission(s) should be 1.  to help those who have physical and/or 
psychological needs and 2. the development of relationships with people outside of 
the congregation that can lead to an invitation to know Jesus. 
 
The task force created a comprehensive list of existing outreach programs and 
developed a mission assessment tool to help evaluate the effectiveness of each 
existing program.   Key points in the analytics tool included: the number of people 
involved, the number of people served, the opportunity to grow the program, the 
amount of time required from program leaders, the opportunities to interact with 
those (beyond the St Mark’s congregation) benefitting from the program. 
 
Regarding charge 2, development of a new and broad mission opportunity, the team 
developed a Mission Interest Survey that is intended to gauge congregational 
interests and availability to support an area of mission. The team will use the survey 
results to guide us in making a recommendation(s) in regard to the development of 
this new mission opportunity.  
 
While the LOVE task force continues to work on long-term mission 
recommendations, we ask for your continued support of efforts led by the Service to 
Others committee. You are doing amazing things including supporting the Holy 
Comforter food bank program, the Evergreen families impacted by COVID19 and the 
making of face masks to help protect those at risk. 
 
We pray God blesses you and your family during this time. Thank you for your 
support of the LOVE group and the other task forces working on the NLI Innovations 
to make St. Mark’s the best it can be for all God’s people. 
 


